Management of infected grafts and aneurysms of the aorta.
Seventeen patients treated for infected grafts (11/17) or aneurysms (6/17) of the aorta between 1998 and 2003 were reviewed to evaluate our experience with aortic infection. The causative organisms were identified in 12 patients (71%), with 5 (29%) having methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus. A periaortic abscess occurred in eight patients, and all of them were associated with infected grafts. Surgical treatment included cryopreserved allograft replacement in eight patients, prosthetic graft replacement in four patients, and drainage with or without omental wrapping in five patients. One patient was still hospitalized at the end of the study period. Five patients with infected grafts died after the operation during the initial hospitalization. No early mortality occurred in the aneurysm group. The early mortality rate was 31% for all patients, 50% for the graft group, and 63% for patients with a periaortie abscess. Another patient with an infected aneurysm died of arrhythmia after discharge from the initial hospitalization, Ten patients are still alive without evidence of reinfection. The early mortality rate for patients with infected aortic grafts is higher than that for those with infected aneurysms, especially when a periaortic abscess accompanies them. However, the late outcome is favorable, with no reinfection or late treatment-related deaths.